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You témd 1o get attention when youn
hive an ignana on your hend, People
notiee that sort of thing, especially
if thero is & smile on your face while
you re wearing it. Tony Ray Balker
ha= n L af himself with an
iguana and a smile, and it worth a
million to him. Actoalky, ft's worth
many millions, [t% the best kind of
markeling it grabs attentlon, it
ks prnpl.;' amiile, and 1278 free!
And sttention-grabbing, jov-produc-
g, free marketing is vitally apor-
tant whon von sell real astate like

Toary Ray does

The |-i|-|||:r= whs taken in Fuarto
Vallarta when Tony Ray and his life
PArtEeT, Disrren Jones, were Vacalon-
imyf, awll Tony Ray saked the twiker

of the guana if he ¢ould pet it. The
curions kguana prompthy clinabed up
Tomy s wrm and onto s head, and
Diarren snspped tha o famous
picture, On the advice of a coach,
Tomy Ray inchaded s in his markating
packagds, and the rest (2 histary, Ha
laughs o says, “ My first call from
the iguan picture was finom a lady
who sald, ‘1 want you 1o be my roal
estato agent beeansd everybady in
real astale wears & the and looks sl

busimoss-like, and o wear an PEuana

Home, Haky

& mte vilage in Greece

an your head!™ Tony Ray continues with, =1 kad 1o confess 10 her
that [ heed n gallection of fabulons sblk ties and chat | wore o
every day ba work, which she fousd disappointing, But she hined

L un-.-l.-.-.-u?-."

It hasn't always beon easy to attraat clients, Tony Ray admits to
having career aspirathons of being o “profesaional studert,” and
he did it well, For six or seven years e stadied everything from

design to architesturs to psychology b law and anything olse
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that attracted his attention. To support himael £ e
worked in the grocery industry creating, hosting,
and teaching safety fairs and promoting grocery
store safety, Evenmally, in 1894, his moe, Jame
Balor, suggostad that he stop being a student anid
trv his hand at selling real estate. He sheopizhly
admita, *1 was vory axeited and gove my two weeks'
nedice, It was the stupidest thing 've ever done, ]
was suddenly unemployed nnd hod oo eeome.”

He zipped through real estate sehool bat had no
iden how to generate business, For the fivst vear,
despite bring dropped off in neighborhoods to
kneck on doors and spending long days g the
phiome cokd palling wrtil he got a yes, Tony Ray
didn’t sell a single house, Mot aene. Ha waa told he
wis being let go, but e bogded for another chanes.
Tony Eay acknowledges that he i & scrapper, o
fighter who wants to help peogle and eonvineed

his boss to give hin another chanes, He tald her, *1
want o scll real estate,
T st don®t want to deo
it o way.” It was o
bodd miowe, baot he was
brodos and Living on &
shoestring with nothing
to lose. He was allowed
ancther year and he laid
out his owen plan for
hiorwr he wonld saoceed

in real estate.

To lenow Tory By 15 to
know what drives him,
He proudly deacribes
himsalf as a “acrap-

per,” but that isn't what
metivates him, Instead,
it's & concept he received early on and repeats
often, The phrase that he speaks with an intense,
earnest passion s, "Design the e you want to live

Live the life yﬁu
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and build your basiness into 16" His life isn't about
just working until he can petlre, When askad about
rotirement, he brigtles and sayve, °T hate that six-
lattar word — retive. Live the life you want now,
not sometime in the future!™ He goes on to soy, 1
dlom't evvar wirnt Lo live with regrets.” To that end,
he has learned the secret of forgiving others and
nsking to be forgiven. He lights up with joy when he

decoribae the lifs he Hves with the people he lnves

Early on, Tony Ray had hired a coach, Joe Stampt of
“For Heeferral Onby,” and set out to do things different-
by. He worwed ko do auch & good job with each person
he represented that he would furn every elient into

a raving fan, “Soon, | wasn't doing business with
strangers bant with friends=" ha uc']-:nuwlutlges. “amid

[ disecnered that Hke-minded people enjoy langing
out togetler,” And that generates more and more
buginese, More and more relationships. Thesa days,
e ia in pegalar contact with bundreds of clients, and
modestly sckmowledges that he could text 200-phas
preopbe ard they would show ap it he asked them tao.
But good s bisiness is, it's just a part of the life he
has designed. His passion is to live a balanced life, so
hi amiles and says, “My pactaer amd 1 don'ts evpleally
work on Sundays or in the evenings becanss it it
condncive tothe balnneed life we want to live”

Tory Fay is also passionate about helping others live
the balaneed life, He workes with has Life sod bosiness
partner, Darren, ond says, “1 want him to do wlat b
lowes.™ They had to figare out how to werk togethae
after that futeful dav when Darren came ome to
announes that he kad quit his job and was going to
eoma work with Tony Bay, It was a defining moment
for both their relationship and their business. They
had 0 wiorle ont their business valatlonship, and,
trae to his passion, Tomy Bay weanted Darven to be
happy and learn about real estate too. "1 wanted him
o knenw everythang abwoot the bsiness bat to also do
what he lovves" The've fgored it ot with Darren

want now....




I love to be part
of other people’s
success. [ want
them to live the
life they love
as welll

taking the lead in helping buyers, dealing with home
inspections, arud handling ragotiations and Tony Bay
handling more of tha |:|1.:r1:nli|1|_;i. mAnAGArmant, arl
anline elements of the business. “Wa aren't raally
doing a “tewm’ thing,” Tony Ray langhs, and then goes
on to describe Beth Heid enrsich who has hamdled
paperwork for 24 years for Tony Ray, e gets misty
eved when he talks ehout how she helped him for free
i the sarly days and how gratetul he is for ber help,
He talke about Kelly MeCarthy and Byan Tarner amd
the joy of wiorking with them. He is also enthnsinstic
about the part-timers, James Partis, who helps with
the website and with coding, and Bteve "Gonzo™ Gon-
zalez, who helps with =social medin and video mouesic.
“I lewver b b part of other people’s success, 1 want

thear to live the Lifis they lowve as weell

Tl balanced lite that Tony Kay amd [Parren have in
thedr businees ineludes anjoving two resoas dogs,
Kaeely and Baster, taking thousands and thoasands
of photographs, being “feodies” who love supporting
Ineal restaurants, traveling 4o Europe o couple times

& year, and, lately, road tmps in their “retro camper,”

a custom-designed 2008 modal CATHPET iheat 15 a
wondertial mix of benatitul old design asd the lotast
terhnolady, He'll gladby shenw yom pictures and tell

ahot the bematifiol places they go camping.

Tomy Rav is a teacher and pours himsalf into the
lives of cthers, Out of his sarly experiences, he
tenches the course “harketing on a Dime” to fellow
Tierra Antigua Realty agents, desmtonmn mer-
chants, and any group wantmg to learn from his
axpariences in marketing and relationship building.
Przzionate ahout downtewn Tucson, he 1= commit-
ted t helping with the Menlo Park development,
and works hard to bring condenzed honsing and
homecwnership to the area. “Owners cave shout
what iz around them,” he says and he i8 driven to
help others Aind an nrban Hfesovile that can ba tha
basiz of o satistyving lile, .

Tomy Hay has designed the life e wants to live and
hias built his business into it, Oh, and sometines he
wenrs an igunna on his hesd. .
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